
Alberto Ortega Last update: March 9, 2024

Contact
Information

1315 E 10 St Homepage: www.ortegaalberto.com
Bloomington, IN 47405 E-mail:alorte@iu.edu

Academic
Positions Indiana University, Bloomington, IN

Assistant Professor, O’Neill School of Public and Environmental Affairs (2019- present)

Whitman College, Walla Walla, WA

Assistant Professor, Economics Department (2017-2019)

University of Florida, Gainesville, FLEducation

Ph.D., Economics (2017)

Florida International University, Miami, FL

B.A., Economics (2011)

Academic
Affiliations Institute for Economic Equity Research Fellow, Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis (2023-

present)

Economic Policy Fellow, Center for an Equitable Economy and Sustainable Society, Howard
University (2023-present)

The Samuel Dubois Cook Center on Social Equity, Duke University (2023-present)

Emerging Poverty Fellow, Institute of Research on Poverty, University of Wisconsin-Madison
(2022- present)

Wilson Sheehan Lab for Economic Opportunities, University of Notre Dame (2021- present)

Center for Research on Race and Ethnicity in Society, Indiana University (2019- present)

Research
Interests

Risky Behaviors, Health, Crime, and Education

Publications (Students are marked with an asterisk (*))

“DOJ Intervention and the Checkpoint Shift: Profiling Hispanic Motorists Under the §287(g) Pro-
gram” (with Prentiss A. Dantzler and Joaquin Alfredo-Angel Rubalcaba) (Accepted) AEA Papers
& Proceedings

“The Effect of the Opioid Crisis on Patenting” Journal of Economic Behavior and Organiza-
tion (2023) (with Zachary Cohle)

“The Highs and the Lows: Recreational Marijuana Laws and Mental Health Treatment,” Health
Economics (2023)

“Medicaid Expansion and Mental Health Treatment: Evidence from the Affordable Care Act,”
Health Economics (2023)

“Immigrant English Proficiency, Children’s Educational Performance, and Parental Involvement,”
Review of Economics of the Household (2022) (with Tyler Ludwig*)

“Institution of Higher Education Substance Use Amnesty Policies and Sexual Violence Reporting,”
Journal of Interpersonal Violence (2022) (with Alice Ellyson and Michele Bedard-Gilligan)

“Substance Use Disorders among Older Populations: What role does race and ethnicity play in treat-
ment and completion?,” Journal of Substance Abuse Treatment (2022) (with Jevay Grooms)
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https://alorte.github.io/
mailto:alorte@iu.edu
https://www.iu.edu/
https://oneill.indiana.edu/index.html
https://www.whitman.edu/
https://www.whitman.edu/academics/majors-and-minors/economics
http://www.ufl.edu/
https://economics.clas.ufl.edu/
http://www.ufl.edu/
https://economics.fiu.edu/
https://www.stlouisfed.org/community-development/staff-directory#iee
https://thedig.howard.edu/all-stories/howard-launches-multidisciplinary-research-center-joins-40m-effort-reimagine-capitalism
https://socialequity.duke.edu/projects-programs/people/
https://www.irp.wisc.edu/training/emerging-poverty-scholars-fellowships/
https://leo.nd.edu/
http://crres.indiana.edu/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0167268123002846?dgcid=coauthor
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/hec.4726
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/hec.4633
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11150-022-09628-4
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/08862605221080156
https://www.journalofsubstanceabusetreatment.com/article/S0740-5472(21)00169-0/pdf
https://www.journalofsubstanceabusetreatment.com/article/S0740-5472(21)00169-0/pdf


“Flipping the Script: The Effect of Opioid Prescription Monitoring on Specialty-Specific Provider
Behavior,” Health Economics (2021) (with Alice Ellyson and Jevay Grooms)

“Life of the Party: The Polarizing Effect of Foreign Direct Investment,” European Journal of
Political Economy (2021) (with Zachary Cohle)

“Racial and Ethnic Disparities: Essential Workers, Mental Health, and the Coronavirus Pandemic,”
Review of Black Political Economy (2021) (with Jevay Grooms, Joaquin Alfredo-Angel Rubal-
caba, and Edward Vargas)

“Distance Learning and Parental Mental Health During COVID-19,” Educational Researcher
(2020) (with Cassandra Davis, Jevay Grooms, Joaquin Alfredo-Angel Rubalcaba, and Edward Var-
gas)

“Trade Liberalization and Racial Animus,” Contemporary Economic Policy (2020) (with Ema
Di Fruscia* and Bryn Louise*)

“State Partisanship and Higher Education,” Economics of Education Review (2020)

“Examining Medicaid Expansion and the Treatment of Substance Use Disorders.” AEA Papers
& Proceedings (formerly American Economic Review Papers & Proceedings) (2019) (with
Jevay Grooms)

“Business Cycles and HBCU Appropriations,” Journal of Economics, Race, and Policy (2018)
(with Omari Swinton)

In Progress
(Revisions Requested) “Black Lives: The High Cost of Segregation,” (with Robynn Cox,
Jamein Cunningham, and Kenneth Whaley) American Economic Journal: Economic
Policy

(Revisions Requested) “The Impact of Affirmative Action Litigation on Police Killings of
Civilians,” (with Robynn Cox and Jamein Cunningham) American Economic Journal:
Applied Economics

(Revisions Requested) “Behavioral Health Treatment Centers and Police Officer Safety” (with
Monica Deza, Catherine MacLean, Thanh Lu) Journal of Human Resources

“Disparities in Court Orders to Relinquish Firearms for Civil Domestic Violence Protection
Order Cases” (with Julie M Kafka, Alice M Ellyson, Jeanie Santaularia, Avanti Adhia, Kim
Dalve, Sandra Shanahan, Ali Rowhani-Rahbar, Dierdre Bowen)

“Racial Protests and Credit Access” (with Raffi Garcia)

“Losing Medicaid and Crime” (with Monica Deza, Catherine MacLean, Thanh Lu)

“Title IX Investigations and Sexual Violence Reporting” (with Alice Ellyson)

“Juvenile Detention Alternatives, Arrests, and Disciplinary Outcomes”

“Ethnic Profiling Under the Auspices of Community Safety” (with Prentiss A. Dantzler and
Joaquin Alfredo-Angel Rubalcaba)

Other Pub-
lications

“New research documents the high cost of residential racial segregation in Northern cities of
the United States,” Washington Center for Equitable Growth. May 29 (2022) (with Robynn
Cox, Jamein Cunningham, and Kenneth Whaley)

“The telling connection between affirmative action litigation, the racial composition of U.S.
police forces, and the level of police killings of civilians,” Washington Center for Equitable
Growth. December 2 (2021) (with Robynn Cox and Jamein Cunningham)

“The COVID-19 public health and economic crises leave vulnerable populations exposed,”
The Hamilton Project. August 13 (2020): 2020. (with Jevay Grooms and Joaquin Alfredo-
Angel Rubalcaba)
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https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/hec.4446
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/hec.4446
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0176268021000860
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/00346446211034226
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.3102/0013189X20978806
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/coep.12494
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0272775718307805
https://www.aeaweb.org/articles?id=10.1257/pandp.20191090
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs41996-018-0009-5
https://equitablegrowth.org/new-research-documents-the-high-cost-of-residential-racial-segregation-in-northern-cities-of-the-united-states/
https://equitablegrowth.org/new-research-documents-the-high-cost-of-residential-racial-segregation-in-northern-cities-of-the-united-states/
https://equitablegrowth.org/the-telling-connection-between-affirmative-action-litigation-the-racial-composition-of-u-s-police-forces-and-the-level-of-police-killings-of-civilians/
https://equitablegrowth.org/the-telling-connection-between-affirmative-action-litigation-the-racial-composition-of-u-s-police-forces-and-the-level-of-police-killings-of-civilians/
https://www.google.com/search?q=The+COVID-19+public+health+and+economic+crises+leave+vulnerable+populations+exposed&oq=The+COVID-19+public+health+and+economic+crises+leave+vulnerable+populations+exposed&aqs=chrome..69i57.147j0j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8


Grants &
Fellowships

Research Grants on Education (2023-2028)
Spencer Foundation
Direct Costs: $49,500
Role: Co-Principal Investigator

RSF Pipeline Grant (2023-2024)
Russell Sage Foundation
Amount: $29,850

Emerging Poverty Scholars Fellowship
(2022-2024)
Institute for Research on Poverty, Univer-
sity of Wisconsin
Amount: $60,000

Racial and Ethnic Disparities in Substance
Use Research Grant (2022-2023)
Indiana University
Amount: $25,000

Faculty Seed Grant (2021-2022)
Center for Research on Race & Ethnicity in
Society
Amount: $5,000

Social Sciences Research Funding Program
(2021-2022)
Indiana University
Amount: $15,000

USC Resource Center for Minority Aging
Research Pilot Grant (2019-2020)
University of Southern California
Amount: $25,000

Teaching
Experience Indiana University (2019–Present)

◦ Public Management Economics
◦ Contemporary Economic Issues in Pub-

lic Affairs
◦ Financing Public Affairs
◦ Math Camp for PhD in Public Affairs

Whitman College (2017–2019)

◦ Principles of Microeconomics
◦ Intermediate Microeconomics
◦ Public Economics

University of Florida (2014–2017)

◦ Intermediate Microeconomics
◦ Public Economics

Michigan State University (2016)

◦ Research Fellow for AEA Summer
Training Program

Awards and
Distinc-
tions

Faculty Fellowship for Research in the So-
cial Sciences (2022-2023)
Indiana University

Rising Stars in Health Related Sciences
Symposium (2019)
Indiana University, School of Public Health

Diversity Initiative for Tenure in Economics
(DITE) (2017-2018)
National Science Foundation

McKnight Doctoral Fellowship (2012-2017)
Florida Education Fund (FEF)

R.F. Lanzillotti Economics Dissertation
Award (2014)
University of Florida

University of Florida Social, Behavioral,
and Economic Science Award (2014)
University of Florida

Florida Board of Education Summer Fellow-
ship (2011)
University of Florida

Florida Bright Futures Scholarship (2007-
2011)
Florida International University

Conferences
and Presen-
tations

2024:

2023: University of Louisville, Ball State University, Montana State University, University
of South Florida, Western Economic Association International (WEAI) Annual Conference

2022: AEA-ASSA Annual Meeting, Eastern Economic Association Annual Conference, Work-
shop on the Economics of Risky Behavior, Southern Economic Conference, Association for
Public Policy and Management (APPAM) Fall Conference, University of Illinois Urbana-
Champaign
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https://www.spencer.org/grant_types/small-research-grant
https://www.russellsage.org/awarded-project/juvenile-detention-alternatives-arrests-and-disciplinary-outcomes
https://www.irp.wisc.edu/training/emerging-poverty-scholars-fellowships/#:~:text=IRP's%20Emerging%20Poverty%20Scholars%20Fellowships,a%20two%2Dyear%20award%20period.
https://www.irp.wisc.edu/training/emerging-poverty-scholars-fellowships/#:~:text=IRP's%20Emerging%20Poverty%20Scholars%20Fellowships,a%20two%2Dyear%20award%20period.
https://addictions.iu.edu/resources/racial-and-ethnic-disparities-in-substance-use.html?_gl=1*xtqwh1*_ga*MTY0MjEyNDkxMS4xNjAxNTU5Mjk5*_ga_61CH0D2DQW*MTY2MTM3MTM4My40LjEuMTY2MTM3MTQ1NC41Ny4wLjA.
https://addictions.iu.edu/resources/racial-and-ethnic-disparities-in-substance-use.html?_gl=1*xtqwh1*_ga*MTY0MjEyNDkxMS4xNjAxNTU5Mjk5*_ga_61CH0D2DQW*MTY2MTM3MTM4My40LjEuMTY2MTM3MTQ1NC41Ny4wLjA.
https://crres.indiana.edu/programs/crres-grants/index.html
https://research.iu.edu/funding-proposals/funding/opportunities/social-sciences/index.html
https://research.iu.edu/funding-proposals/funding/opportunities/social-sciences/index.html
https://healthpolicy.usc.edu/about-the-minority-aging-health-economics-research-center/
https://healthpolicy.usc.edu/about-the-minority-aging-health-economics-research-center/
https://oneill.indiana.edu/index.html
https://www.whitman.edu/
https://www.whitman.edu/
https://msu.edu/
https://www.aeaweb.org/about-aea/committees/aeasp
https://www.aeaweb.org/about-aea/committees/aeasp


2021: Population Association of America Annual Meeting, IU Education, Health, and
Inequality Mini-Conference (organizer), IU Risky Behaviors Mini-Conference (organizer),
Southern Economic Conference, Western Michigan University (Research Panel)

2020: RCMAR Annual Investigators Meeting, Southern Economic Conference

2019: Eastern Economic Association (EEA) Conference, Western Economic Association
International (WEAI) Annual Conference, Southern Economic Conference

Pre-2019: AEA-ASSA Annual Meeting, Association for Public Policy and Management
(APPAM) Fall Conference, Southern Economic Association (SEA) Annual Conference

Service American Society for Hispanic Economists: Communications Committee (Chair) (2020-
2023)

AEA Summer Training Program: Application Review Committee (2021-present); Men-
tor (2020)

Indiana University: CRRES Undergraduate Research Program Faculty Mentor (2021-
2023); Addictions Grand Challenge Advisory Council on Racial and Ethnic Disparities (2020-
2022)

Professional
Member-
ships

Member: American Economic Association (AEA), National Economic Association (NEA),
American Society for Hispanic Economists (ASHE), Association for Public Policy and Man-
agement (APPAM)

Citizenship United States

References Available upon request
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https://asheweb.org/
https://www.aeaweb.org/about-aea/committees/aeasp
https://crres.indiana.edu/programs/undergraduate-research-program/
https://addictions.iu.edu
https://www.neaecon.org/
https://asheweb.org/
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